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theoretical physics in the University of Bordeaux, and by his numerous memoirs, 

in which he has applied the engines of analysis to the solution of real questions, has 

shown himself to be one of the first mathematical physicists of Europe. He is the 

author of a course of mathematical physics in two volumes, of treatises on the 

thermodynamic potential, hydrodynamics, elasticity, acoustics, of lectures on elec

tricity and magnetism, and of an introduction to chemical mechanics. In the pres

ent work Professor Duhem has sought to give a rigid and purely analytical presen

tation of thermodynamics, in so far as the theories of that science bear upon the 

elucidation of chemical processes. The first volume noticed in Vol. VII. of The 

Monist, page 467, has been well received by the world of science, and doubtless 

the present volume which reaches the heart of the subject will be accorded a still 

more favorable reception. The publishers have given to it the same attractive 

form in point of mathematical typography, and a list of the errata in the first vol

ume has been added. (IK^K. 

DAS PHILOSOPHISCHE IN HUMES GESCHICHTE VON ENGLAND. Von Heinrich Goebel, 

Dr.phil. Marburg: N. G. Elwert. 1897. Pages, 114. 

Although the author limits his expositions to a critical review of David 

Hume's history of England, the pamphlet may as well be regarded as a criticism 

of the eighteenth century Rationalism from the standpoint of to-day. The incon

sistencies which Goebel points out in Hume's views of civilisation, of the purport 

of history, of the nature of the state, of religion and the principles of morality, hold 

good with slight modifications almost for every one of the esprits forts of the 

eighteenth century. Hume is one of the most representative thinkers of his age and 

is at the same time free from the extravagances of Voltaire, which only serves to 

render his views, in the best sense of the word, typical of the whole movement that 

prevailed in his days with all its preferences and natural drawbacks. K. 

D I E AUTONOMIE DER MORAL. Mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung der Morallehre 

Immanuel Kants. Von Kr. Birch-Reichemvald Aars, Gymnasiallehrer in 

Kristiania. Hamburg and Leipsic: Leopold Voss. 1896. Pages, 123. 

The author is scholarly and discriminative, but it is difficult to get at the trend 

of his inquiry. He takes Kant as his starting-point but at the same time criticises 

Kantian ethics for its lack of a psychological foundation. The booklet contains no 

table of contents, no index, no summary of results, and the reader who wants to 

learn what view the author takes of any special point has to read the whole pamph

let, and may even then, as the reviewer has learned by experience, not be able to 

find it. W-

RECENT PAMPHLETS AND BROCHURES. 

GERMAN AND DUTCH.—The Proceedings of the Royal Gottingen Academy of 

Sciences invariably contain notes of interest to philosophers, and of the recent issues 

may be mentioned the articles of Paul Stackel on some unpublished Correspond-
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